
Lead Hazard Outreach Strategy
Dr. Renee Tacka’s Business Analysis & Consulting class (BUS 494) worked on a project for the 
York County Planning Commission (YCPC) to help them increase awareness of a HUD- funded 
program to eliminate Lead-Based Paint hazards in homes. Students created a marketing strategy 
to help YCPC reach residents who are most likely to be vulnerable to lead poisoning, such as those 
with young children and who live in homes built before 1979. The project will help the planning 
commission enroll residents on a waitlist in anticipation of a full production grant from HUD in 
2027.

Podcasting the Past

Description
This course engaged the podcast form as a 
medium of public history. Students learned the 
methodology and tools of podcast production, 
and by semester’s end, produced a history 
podcast series for public consumption. Students 
conducted thorough research and interviews 
with individuals involved in the original incident, 
maintained high production quality, and worked 
with Jeffrey Schiffman, Communication lecturer 
and WVYC radio station manager, to learn how 
to operate podcasting equipment and editing 
software.

Final Product
Students worked in teams to create an eight-
part podcast series exploring the journey of 286 
Chinese immigrants who were smuggled into 
the United States in 1993 aboard the cargo 
ship, Golden Venture. The series, titled “Golden 
Dreams,” explores the dramatic stories of the 
passengers aboard the Golden Venture, including 
running aground off the coast of New York City, 
their detention in York County Prison, and the 
subsequent struggles of the Chinese citizens 
who sought asylum in the United States as 
refugees.

How can we use primary and secondary sources to research, 
write, and produce an original work of public history through the 
podcasting medium? 
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